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METHDOLOGY

We monitored a pre-selected list of sources in Chinese and
English, following multiple narratives.
We monitored 23 online news websites in Chinese and English over a
time period of seven months. We used Pulsar - media monitoring tool to
extract data from these sources and we filtered the content according to
a list of keywords for each narrative in both languages.
We took into account only manually reviewd content for the
analysis of narratives due to a consistent number of irrelevant posts.
Each narrative got a narrative tag and a status tag: neutral,
supporting, or conflicting, to determine the tone and purpose of the
post in the matrix of our narratives. These tags along with the
narratives were decided according to best practices in social media
analysis.
Limitations - We have manually tagged posts after filtering the
narrative by keywords. In the context of significant volumes of data,
we followed our selection of keywords and sources. Other relevant
data might be missing from our monitoring.

Sources

Language
English

Chinese

We formulated and followed two narratives:
Objective 1 - Assess media coverage reporting on Romania and the Black
Sea Region. How is the region represented in Chinese media? What are
the main messages and what is the correlation with NATO and the US?
Objective 2 -Assess media coverage discussing the similarities between
Taiwan and Ukraine. Is the Beijing government using the invasion of
Ukraine to create legitimacy for its own desires for reunification with
Taiwan?

1 - Narrative analysis - Romania
The main narrative against the West - The World Shock Wave Narrative
NATO is a hegemonic tool for the United States to create world turmoil.
Romania and the Black Sea Region is almost exclusively present in Chinese
media in connection with the member states ties with the West, United
States and their membership in NATO.
Sub-Narrative 1 - The Ukrainian crisis has developed to this stage because of
the fact that NATO, led by the United States, adheres to the Cold War
mentality, indulges in zero-sum games, is keen on camp confrontation, and
attempts to pursue its own absolute security at the expense of the security of
other countries
Sub-Narrative 2 - NATO accelerates military expansion - Since the escalation
of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, NATO-led by the United States
has taken a series of actions to intensify pressure on Russia, which has made
the global and regional security situation highly tense.

Chinese Monitoring
There were 2,504 articles that mentioned Romania since December
2021. Out of those, 2 dimensions were visible. Firstly, there was content
regarding trivia or updates about Romania in general, sport events,
legislation changes. The second dimension that we analyzed mentioned
Romania always in the context of its NATO membership. The focus on
this dimension was almost exclusively on content that opposed the
Western agenda and NATO's actions in the region. The narrative is less
about Romania and more about the US obsession obvious in these
articles. In the context of the war in Ukraine, the articles analyzed
blamed the United States for Russia's invasion and called it a proxy war
between the two superpowers. Often the justification narratives of
Russia's actions was indirectly implied by exploiting the - NATO's
expansion is a threat - narrative .

1 - Narrative analysis - Romania
The most popular tag Is west neutral. In Chinese, the most popular tag was
West Oppose. Most articles in English were neutral and consisted of updates
regarding the war, NATO and the situation in general.

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

Articles that mention Romania and the Black Sea Region
Content divided by source - News Websites

Articles against the West that mention Romania vs, Articles that provide
general, neutral content.

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

Main propaganda power phrases used

Hegemonic Attempt
Behind US Intervention
in Russia-Ukraine
Conflict

America's Geopolitical
Expansion

the United States
pushed NATO to
expand further

NATO is a hegemonic
tool for the United
States to create world
turmoil

the United States
creates security
threats around the
world

NATO countries have
launched wars against
sovereign countries
such as Iraq and Syria

Articles against the West sorted by their visibility (number of readers)

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

Articles against the West that mention Romania and the Black Sea Region
Content divided by source - News Websites
Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

Case Study - Article tagged - West oppose on chinanews.com.cn

https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/05-11/9752094.shtml

Main propaganda messages from the article:
"The Ukrainian crisis has developed to this stage because of the
fact that NATO, led by the United States, adheres to the Cold
War mentality, indulges in zero-sum games, is keen on camp
confrontation"
https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/05-11/9752094.shtml
https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/05-11/9752094.shtml

"Today, NATO's Cold War mentality has emerged and
intensified, and power politics and bullying are rampant,
putting the hard-won long-term world peace to the test. "
"some Western think tanks are clamoring for the establishment
of a "global NATO", and NATO is also frequently intervening in
Asia-Pacific affairs, extending its black hand to the Asia-Pacific
region."

Source profile - sohu.com
Sohu.com provides users with 24-hour uninterrupted up-to-date
information, as well as network services such as search and email.
The content includes global hot events, breaking news, current affairs
reviews, popular TV dramas, sports events, industry trends, life service
information, and interactive spaces such as forums, blogs, Weibo, and
My Sohu.

Source similarweb.com

1 - Narrative analysis - Ukraine
and Taiwan
The main narrative - The United States has long used "Taiwan
independence" as a chess piece, trying to stay behind the scenes and
block China's development by instigating war on both sides of the strait.
It should be noted that the US hegemony, is the biggest interferer in the
Taiwan issue.
The narrative is increasingly aggressive towards the United States which
is blamed for trying to divide the whole world into its own sphere of
influence. The main problem in the Taiwanese issues is the US.
Going deeper into this narrative, Ukraine is portrayed as a casualty in the
proxy war between the United States and Russia. The PRC must
consider all kinds of extreme actions that the United States may take
including trying to copy Ukraine's "proxy war" model to the Taiwan
Strait in the future.
The PRC heavily criticizes the US for its ties with Taiwan. In the event of
a confrontation, the articles suggest that the US will wrongfully
intervene and provide intelligence information to Taiwan, weapons, and
equipment, and conducts diplomatic containment. The US-Taiwan
military ties are seen as a threat and as a disaster for the security of
Taiwan.

Chinese Monitoring
There were 195 articles directly mentioning Taiwan in connection to the
Ukrainian invasion. The obsession towards Taiwan was mainly focused
not on reunification, but rather on the justification of a possible
intervention due to the US's existing interference. Tensions between the
US and China are rising. Since Xi in 2019 has framed “reunification” as a
must-have for achieving the “China Dream” tied to the CCP’s
longstanding goals for 2049, the 100th anniversary of the PRC’s
founding. The war in Ukraine was blamed on the expansionist strategy
of the US through NATO. In the propaganda narrative analyzed, the
same is suggested. The US might cause in Taiwan another proxy war.

2 - Narrative analysis - Ukraine and Taiwan
Main propaganda power phrases used

The PRC will be forced
to react if Taiwan is
invaded by foreign
troops.

The US government
continues to
undermine Sino-US
relations and provokes
the PRC.

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

We must be ready to
use military force to
safeguard the
sovereignity at any
time.

Source profile - 163.com

NetEase is a leading Internet technology company in China,
providing users with free email, games, search engine services,
and opening more than 30 content channels such as news,
entertainment, sports, finance, technology, etc.

Source similarweb.com

Case Study - Article tagged - The US interferes in the Taiwan issue

https://3g.163.com/news/article/H4CJIG1600019K82.html

Main propaganda messages from the article:
"If the US insists on going its own way, China will take resolute and
forceful measures to firmly safeguard national sovereignty"
https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/05-11/9752094.shtml

"The US has built a total of 336 so-called cooperation facilities abroad,
including 26 in Ukraine. Russia has the right to question the US s
compliance with the Biological Weapons Convention"

https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/05-11/9752094.shtml

"We are willing to strive for the prospect of peaceful reunification with
the greatest sincerity and best efforts, but reserve the option of taking
necessary measures, targeting the interference of external forces and
the very few Taiwan independence separatist and their activities"

1 - Narrative analysis - Ukraine
and Taiwan
The most popular tag is the US interferes in the Taiwan issue, the same as in
Chinese. Most articles in English supported the same narrative as the ones in
Chinese.

Data gathered using Pulsar. Visualisations made in Power BI

The same narratives
were present in English

Significantly lower
volume of data for
the same narrative

The English sources
produced less propaganda
content on the same
narrative analyzed
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