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Politics on
Romanian
TikTok

From September 2024 until now political hashtags have been constantly TOP trending on Romania. Following our
online monitoring it was clear to us that the invasion of political content is coming from a wave of accounts that
mostly support posts about presidential candidates.

TikTok's official stance is that the platform does not accept paid political advertisements, but this PR exercise of theirs
is contradicted by the reality that the overwhelming majority of content remains unmarked. What's more, the
accounts are superficially vetted: they claim to be entertainment but are doing political propaganda in plain sight. This
remains the main problem for all the political content accounts analyzed: they have no traceability in real life but
creates content with hundreds of millions of views. It would actually be quite absurd to declare your own post as
political, since TikTok doesn't allow political ads so the content would be taken down. This ban
inoperative has in no way led to the depoliticization of the online space, but only to an absolution of the platform's
guilt in terms of moderation and transparency of political content.

An example of this is the whole scandal last month with Alexandr Stoianoglo, a presidential candidate in the 
Republic of Moldova, for the promotion of which Romanian influencers were paid and the content was not flagged 
in any way. On TikTok, the legal theory remains completely parallel to the reality of the content circulating on the 
platform: there are countless pages explicitly advertising a political party but claiming to be informative or 
educational accounts. In the Romanian space, here below is the top of political content gone viral from September 
2024 to date, directly correlated with the hashtags of the presidential candidates.



Who dominates
the feeds?
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An example is the #balanceandverticality campaign with 2.4 million views, where
influencers describe Călin Georgescu according to a copy-paste script, without naming him, but using
his own characterizations.

The constant viral political figures on Tiktok are George Simion with 589,800 followers and 240.6
million content views on the main hashtags; Marcel Ciolacu with 208.9 million views, mostly from
content created by other accounts, his official account with only 38,900 views followers. Elena Lasconi
has had a steady, organic growth from August to now, reaching 123 million content views with her
associated hashtags. It's mainly USR Youth accounts and similar promotional ones, again, the official
account has only 73,400 followers.

In addition to the above, the surprise Călin Georgescu appeared, who has achieved in the last two
months the virality built by the first three candidates in 11 months. How did Călin Georgescu
manage to obsessively invade voters' feeds? We discuss this at length in the section dedicated to him
below, but in brief it's (i) a coordinated network of direct promotion accounts, plus (ii) a group of
influencers who
indirectly promotes the politician, without in any way marking the paid publicity.
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Influencer campaign 2.4 million
views - #balanceandverticality
Exquisite Stoianoglo recipe?

Source Exolyt - We mention that the video of the influencer @madalina.vin is the only viral video
from the analyzed top, a satire video that ironizes this trend and asks influencers to mark the trend
political advertising.



Influencer campaign 2.4 million
views - #balanceandverticality
Exquisite Stoianoglo recipe?

Whether this confusion is deliberate or random, we can only speculate.

The interesting part of this post is that it doesn't mention Georgescu's name explicitly, so it also
overlaps with the expectations of the GOLD audience, which leads to a competition of the absurd
between fans who contradict each other in the comments of the #balanceandverticality trend about
the man who should actually be
voted.

Following the model of the Stoianoglo campaign, there are Romanian influencers with no affinity to
politics, i.e. with exclusive content on fashion, makeup, entertainment, who have started to post
under a single
hashtag, without naming the recipient candidate. The campaign is promoting Călin Georgescu under
the hashtag #balibrușiverticality and is based on the idea of a president who believes in neutrality,
verticality, basically recycling Georgescu's messages from the TikTok campaign.



Călin Georgescu
If we analyze his presence on TikTok we see that
from September 2024 to date #calingeorgescu has
gained 120 million followers.

Unverified viral information that has been shown on TV and later turned into videos on TikTok is the
main promotional tactic; below are some of the viral claims.

 Exaggerated traffic without a relevant number of followers before the last 2 months. Example: 
in September 2024, Călin Georgescu had 31 800 followers, in November their number surpassed
Marcel Ciolacu's and is approaching Elena Lasconi's, increasing about fourfold to 154 900
followers in November

 Its traffic of 150 million views is obsessively generated only around the hashtag #calingeorgescu
and that's it. In reality, organic traffic is much more unstructured when it is not exclusively paid. For
example, even in the case of George Simion the traffic is split between several viral hashtags like
#georgesimion #georgesimionpresedinte #georgesimionaur, etc.

As of November 18, Călin Georgescu had 92.8 million views, most of which were in last 2 months. By
November 22 it had increased by 52 million views. More precisely, it added more than all the visibility
achieved by Mircea Geoană in 11 months. The burst of visibility seems suddenly and artificially
created, just like the polls in which he suddenly exploded with a score between 8-10%.

Aspects that reinforce the idea of a coordinated promotion campaign are:

The theme with the highest visibility pushed by Călin Georgescu on TikTok in the last two months is
peace, more precisely the need for Romania to stop its support to Ukraine in order not to involve
Romania in the war. This theme of the border conflict is present in the form of the need
maintaining sovereignty and is combined with other classic narratives: Romania imports 90% of its food,
we export Romanian quality to foreigners, we export our grain and buy poor quality processed
products, etc.



Călin Georgescu
Where does its popularity come from?

"Today we export wheat for 30 bani kg and import frozen dough for 3.4 lei" (442 000 views, 29 000
likes)

Unverified viral information that has been shown on TV and later turned into videos on TikTok is the
main promotional tactic; below are some of the viral claims.

"Support for Ukraine in the war with Russia. Refusal to continue economic and military support to
Ukraine in the war started by Russia. Supporting the PEACE and considering that we are drawn into
a conflict because of other interests behind it. Please leave in the comments your opinion,
Romanians !" (1.3 million views, 95 800 likes)
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Călin Georgescu
Online reaction

The accounts promoting AUR, PSD and PNL have been trying in the last days a TikTok counter-
campaign to reduce the popularity of Călin Georgescu, through a series of materials that have
gathered about 20 million views saying that Georgescu is a covert globalist.

Source Exolyt

https://www.tiktok.com/%40secretele.bihorului


George Simion
A well developed promotion network

In George Simion's case, the recipe remains the same: a network of online accounts constantly promoting
him, bringing him 500 million views this year alone. Sovereignist content, the portrayal of Simion as a
Christian, anti-system family man and the apparent moderation of George Simion's discourse dominate
the feed of Romanians on TikTok. With such virality, Simion dominates the top influencers on TikTok,
being among the first politicians to use the platform to promote their electoral agenda.



George Simion
Tight promotion networks
The account secretele.bihorului, which also has the website stiribihor.info. On TikTok the account
makes pro-AUR, anti Georgescu, but also about PSD. On the other hand, the website seems to put
PNL and PSD press releases in the political section.



Marcel Ciolacu
Increased visibility, both negative and positive networks
Marcel Ciolacu has a visibility comparable to George Simion in the last 11 months, but the
content alternates between positive and negative. Many satirical or USR, AUR and SOS-affiliated
accounts are also appearing which
counter the pro-Ciolacu ones. #Ciolacu has 300 million views in the last 11 months, 78% of the traffic
coming from Romania, the rest from abroad (e.g. Germany 4%, UK 7%, Spain 4%).
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Elena Lasconi
USR influencers and youth accounts
Elena Lasconi ranks third in popularity on TikTok, with a majority of real accounts promoting her and
predominantly positive content in the top 20 sources. Here we can find Albert Mihail Cosmin, pro-USR
influencer, USR Tineret, USR Tineret Timiș, Cristina Prună, accounts that create content
positive.
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Source - Bra News

Nicolae Ciucă
Like Marcel Ciolacu's campaign, PNL's transition to promoting on TikTok is still clumsy. On the one
hand, it does not control the flow of information as well as Simion does, as the networks are accounts
such as @stiridinsutien, a source profiled very well in the title, in which case it's a big question how
much effect the obvious pro-Ciucă propaganda can have.

On the other hand, videos promoting #ciucca have reached 110 million views in the last 11 months,
so the candidate's visibility on TikTok is being pushed up, both positively and negatively.
But mobilization messages remain confusing, without an effective strategy to get out the vote.
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Conclusions
As far as we can see at the moment the TikTok election campaign is being conducted in a regulatory Wild
West, due to the platform's lack of standards for verifying the authenticity or identity of accounts. On the
other hand, the winners in exploiting the viralization algorithm seem to be clearly the far-right
candidates. If Diana Shoshosa had not been knocked out of the race she would have had a dominant
position on TikTok among the candidates, with 500 million views in 2024, the bulk of which had positive.

Methodology
The TikTok Monitoring Report was produced using Exolyt, a social intelligence and analytics platform
designed specifically for TikTok. This report used Exolyt as the main monitoring tool and was focused on
highlighting a holistic approach to data collection, analysis and presentation, with a particular emphasis on
the use of hashtags as a linking element between narratives and as a distribution strategy for the data
content for accounts associated with disinformation. Initially, Exolyt served as the main tool for data
collection.

This impact and the lack of verification of accounts claiming to be news generate inauthentic,
manipulative bubbles that are incomparably easier to viralize and much more effective. Elena
Lasconi seems to have benefited from a positive presentation thanks to the accounts of USR Youth
and USR politicians who have mobilized to create content on TikTok, as well as a network to
distribute memes that counter negative content on the sovereignist networks.

Another important aspect of our methodology was to analyze correlations and networks. By examining the
relationships between hashtags, accounts and mentions, we were able to identify significant connections.
From For example, analyzing the frequency with which certain hashtags appeared together helped us to
identify clusters of related content and trends. We also tracked interactions between TikTok accounts,
focusing on who mentions or recommends most often. This analysis revealed key influencers and content
creators who played a significant role in shaping conversations.

Once a hashtag or account was followed, the platform began to extract up to a year's worth of historical data.
The research included monitoring and analyzing a varied number of TikTok accounts, capturing content,
engagement metrics and follower demographics. This process provided a picture of overview of the social
presence and performance of each account, which formed the basis of the subsequent analysis.
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